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One technique we could try is to square the time variable – look at column C in Figure 15.18. We use the 

same technique as before but this time notice that the single-valued time period and the squared time 

value are both incorporated into the independent variable range in Excel (see Figure 15.18).

Figure 15.18

Figure 15.19 shows the summary statistics. They report an improvement on the linear model but let’s try 

again to predict quarter 1 switches for 2014:

Using the regression equation y b b t b tt
 = + +0 1 1

2

2014 Q1 switches = 0.902 + 0.036(45) – 0.001(452) = 0.497

The difference, this time between actual and projected, is 248,000. This seems to be even worse than the 

linear model! 

Figure 15.19
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